Agenda Item 9

Sheffield SHEFFIELD CITY COUNCIL
Cabinet Highways Report

City Council

Report of: Executive Director, Place
Date: 18" June 2013
Subiject: OBJECTIONS TO THE PROPOSED CHANGE IN HOURS OF OPERATION

OF THE EXISTING AT ANY TIME WEIGHT RESTRICTION ON BOCKING
LANE TO NIGHT TIME ONLY

Author of Report: Chris Galloway ext 36208

Summary:

This report outlines and considers the objections received to the proposed change in hours of
operation of the existing weight restriction on Bocking Lane from at any time to night time only
so that it and Abbey Lane can be part of the city wide network of HGV routes approved at the
13™ December 2012 meeting of this committee and seeks approval for the recommendations.

Reasons for Recommendations:

This will address the safety concerns on Abbey Lane east near the school and shops and the
problems caused on other nearby roads by HGVs seeking an alternative route and reinforce
our work to promote a consistent HGV Route Network so they are far less likely to use
unsuitable roads in the future.

Recommendations:

Having considered the objections to the change in hours of operation of the existing weight
restriction on Bocking Lane from at any time to night time only, Cabinet Highways Committee
determines that the reasons set out in this report for making the amendment to the Traffic
Regulation Order outweighs the objections and that the change in hours of operation of the
weight restriction should be made in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984.

+ To make the Traffic Regulation order to change the hours of operation of the weight
restriction on Bocking Lane in accordance with the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984
and implement the signing changes.;

+ To inform objectors accordingly.;

» That Bocking Lane be included in the Speed Indicator Device rotation schedule to
address residents speed concerns;

» To assess what traffic calming and crossing facilities are needed for Bocking Lane
between Abbey Lane and Greenhill Avenue that could be included in the Streets
Ahead zonal works (A18).

Background Papers: NONE

Category of Report: OPEN
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Statutory and Council Policy Checklist

Financial Implications

YES/ NS Cleared by: Matt Bullock 5/6/13

Legal Implications

YES/ NO Cleared by: Deborah Eaton 31/5/13

Equality of Opportunity Implications

YES/ NG Cleared by: lan Oldershaw 4/6/13

Tackling Health Inequalities Implications

¥es/NO

Human rights Implications

¥ES/NO:

Environmental and Sustainability implications

YES/NO

Economic impact

YES/NG

Community safety implications

YES/NS

Human resources implications

¥ES/NO

Property implications

¥ES/NO

Area(s) affected

South & South West Community Assembly’s

Relevant Cabinet Portfolio Leader

Leigh Bramall

Relevant Scrutiny and Policy Development Committee if decision called in

Culture, Economy and Sustainability

Is the item a matter which is reserved for approval by the City Council?

YES/NO

Press release

YES/NG
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REPORT ON OBJECTIONS TO PROPOSED CHANGE IN HOURS OF
OPERATION OF THE EXISTING AT ANY TIME WEIGHT RESTRICTION
ON BOCKING LANE TO NIGHT TIME ONLY

1. SUMMARY

1.1 This report outlines and considers the objections received to the
proposed change in hours of operation of the existing weight restriction
on Bocking Lane from at any time to night time only and seeks
approval for the recommendations.

2. WHAT DOES THIS MEAN FOR SHEFFIELD PEOPLE

2.1 Problems have been caused by dealing with issues relating to Heavy
Goods Vehicles (HGVs) on an individual locational basis. By allowing
HGV’s back onto Bocking Lane during the day it addresses the
consequences of this approach on other roads in the area and takes
into account both the legitimate use of the road network by hauliers as
well as the concerns of residents. This complements Sheffield City
Council’s key aim of ‘Standing Up for ALL Sheffield’s residents’

2.2  Encouraging HGVs onto suitable routes will help manage the wider
community concerns they engender. It will also enable them to use the
road network more effectively. This policy, therefore, contributes to
‘Safe and Secure Communities’, ‘Great Place to Live’ and ‘Competitive
City.

3. OUTCOME AND SUSTAINABILITY

3.1 The outcome of the proposal will be to allow HGVs to use Bocking
Lane during the day. This will address the safety concerns on Abbey
Lane east near the school and shops and the problems caused on
other nearby roads by HGVs not using the current signed alternative
route.

3.2  This proposal also reinforces the work arising from the City Wide
review of HGV Routes and helps promote a consistent HGV Route
Network so HGVs are far less likely to use unsuitable roads in the
future.

4. REPORT
Objections
4.1 The decision to advertise the change to the hours of operation of the

weight restriction was approved in the report on the Citx Wide Review
of HGV Routes to Cabinet Highways Committee on 13" December
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4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

2012. The legal implications of that decision were set out in that report.
The Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) to do this was advertised on 1st
March, 2013 with a deadline for comments/objections of the 22nd
March 2013.

There have been a total of 106 responses from members of the public,
mainly from residents of Bocking Lane and Abbey Lane, 89 were
against the proposal and 15 were in support. Of the 89 who objected,
40 used a standard letter prepared by a local resident’s action group.

The reasons for objecting and supporting the proposal were the same
as heard previously by Cabinet Highways at its meeting on 13"
December 2012.

The assertions made against the proposal are summarised in
Appendix C along with a technical response. On all points officers are
satisfied that allowing HGVs back onto Bocking Lane during the day
will not significantly impact on the safety and well being of the
residents but will have benefits for residents of Abbey Lane and those
affected by displaced HGVs using other roads in the area, for example,
Twentywell Lane, Mickley Lane, Prospect Road and Queen Victoria
Road, rather than the signed alternative.

The speeding of HGVs was raised as an issue by many objecting to
the proposal along with the difficulties that some pedestrians faced
when trying to cross Bocking Lane and Greenhill Avenue. In response
members of the South Community Assembly are supportive of adding
Bocking Lane to their Speed Indicating Device (SID) rotation schedule.
The SID sign will be on site for eight weeks at a time. This will monitor
speeds of all vehicles and help keep them to the speed limit.

A review will also be undertaken of what traffic calming and crossing
facilities are needed for Bocking Lane between Abbey Lane and
Greenbhill Avenue that could be included in the Streets Ahead zonal
works (A18).

The emergency services, police, fire and ambulance, have raised no
objection to the proposal. The Freight Transport Association and the
Road Haulage Association support the proposal and see it as the best
balance between the needs of local communities and business that
serves them.

There have been no responses received formally from councillors
either objecting or in support of the proposal.

Having considered all the comments both for and against, there is
nothing that would make Bocking Lane unsuitable for use by HGVs.

Signing of the night time restriction

Details of the signing changes necessary to change the restriction to
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5.1

6.1

6.2

6.3

7.1

7.2

night time only are shown in Appendices D1 to D5. Wholesale changes
are unnecessary since most of the drivers will be regular users of the
road and will quickly learn that they can use it during the day. For this
reason most of the signs will remain unchanged. However, we will
monitor the situation with regard to signs 30 to 33 shown in Appendix
D3. The works cost of the changes has been estimated by Amey
Consulting (the Council’s Streets Ahead Design Consulting Arm) to be
£20,200. With fees and the commuted sum, the total estimate is
£22,500. This will be funded wholly from the LTP.

ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED

A number of alternative options had been considered previously in the
12" December report on the City Wide Review of HGV Routes when it
was agreed to include both Abbey Lane and Bocking Lane (day time
only) in the route network for HGV trips within the City. These included
removing the ban on Bocking Lane altogether, introducing additional
road engineering measures on Abbey Lane to deal with speeding as
well as a “do nothing” option.

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS

HGVs are vital for delivering goods around the city and transporting
goods nationwide. However, in some areas the journeys they make
are a cause for community concern. Encouraging HGVs to
concentrate on using suitable routes will minimise the impact of HGV
journeys and reduce community concerns.

The approval of the relaxation of the HGV ban on Bocking Lane will
help improve the situation for residents of Abbey Lane and other
nearby roads which HGVs have used as an alternative including
Twentywell Lane, Mickley Lane, Prospect Road and Queen Victoria
Road.

Having considered the objections to the change in hours of operation
of the existing weight restriction on Bocking Lane from at any time to
night time only, the reasons set out in this report for making the
amendment to the Traffic Regulation Order outweigh the objections.

RECOMMENDATIONS

To make the Traffic Regulation order to change the hours of operation
of the weight restriction on Bocking Lane in accordance with the Road
Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and implement the signing changes.

To inform objectors accordingly.
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7.3

7.4

To include Bocking Lane in the Speed Indicator Device rotation
schedule to address residents speed concerns.

To assess what traffic calming and crossing facilities are needed for

Bocking Lane between Abbey Lane and Greenhill Avenue that could
be included in the Streets Ahead zonal works (A18).
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